FIRST OVER EVEREST
who had ordered the tragedy of Cawnpore, is said to have
escaped into there and died from fever.
There is no doubt a lack of authentic information relating
to the fate of the Nana, and it is strange that the fate of a man
whose deeds were so notorious should continue to be wrapped
in mystery.
On the other hand, accounts we endeavoured to verify relate
that the tyrant passed through the fever-stricken Terai in safety,
and lived for many years in disguise in Nepal. Various stories
were current as to the life of the Nana in Nepal, which may
have been exaggerated as stories always are with the re-telling
and lapse of dine. However, a forest officer told Etherton some
years ago that a survivor of the Nana's party declared that their
chieftain had died in the Terai when a fugitive from British
justice. Be that as it may, his fate will always be shrouded in a
halo of mystery, and whether he died in those malarious
swamps, or lived happily ever afterwards, the Nana Sahib will
go down to posterity as the chief actor in a tragedy which
horrified the world, for those figuring in the drama were
women and children, and the stage villain one greater than a
tragedy writer has ever had the boldness to conceive.
At Amlekganj, the railway terminus, East meets West again
in curious contradiction. The shops of thatched huts with their
contents exposed to innumerable flies and dust raised by bullock-
carts and motor-lorries, seem strangely out of place with
petrol pumps, and other things incidental to the modern way.
Civilisation in the form of motor transport has penetrated to
Amlekganj and you mount a lorry passenger-car, which takes
your luggage and yourself, under the guidance of a Jehu
whose one ambition seems to be to take corners and speed
along the highway as fast as his engine will allow.
The Nepalese have constructed an excellent road from
Amlekganj to Bhimpedi, twenty-eight miles, passing over the
range dividing the Terai from the valleys at the foot of the
mountains. The Nepalese can certainly lay claim to distinction
as road builders; they have bridged various torrents with
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